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(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To provide a thin film magnetic head which can reduce the 
interval between shield layers while an excellent insulating property is 
maintained and its manufacturing method. 

CONSTITUTION: A lower gap insulating layer 32a plus 32b, MR film 31. 
leads 26. and upper gap insulating layer 33a plus 33b are piled up 
between a lower and upper shield layers 30 and 34 and the lower and 
upper insulating layers are respectively formed of the pluralities of 
layers 32a and 32b or 33a and 33b. At the time of forming the MR film 
31 and leads 26 on the lower shield layer 30 with the insulating layers 
32a and 32b in between and the upper shield layer 34 on the leads 26 
with the insulating layers 33a and 33b in between, each of the insulating 
layers 32a. 32b, 33a, and 33a is formed through a plurality of times of 
film forming processes. 
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